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News from Around PA 
A Na onal Cons tu on event 
has set a world record!! A 
Drag Queen Story Hour, 
hosted by the Philly Gay News 
and sponsored by Visit 
Philadelphia, had 263 in 
a endance se ng a new 
Guinness book of world 
records!    One of the 
organizers compared this new 
“history-making moment” to 
other real historical moments 
related to America’s founding 
in that city. 

One of the first things 
Governor Shapiro did when 
he took office was to 
reestablish the  Governor’s 
Advisory Commission on 
LGBTQ Affairs.  Ashleigh 
Strange of Allentown was 
recently named execu ve 
director. “Their past roles 
include Board Chair on the PA 
Stands Up Ins tute board and 
Vice-Chair of the Planned 
Parenthood Pennsylvania 
Advocates Board.” 

Senator Bob Casey, Jr. has 
announced he has secured 
about $400,000 (our tax 
dollars!) in community 
project funding for the 

Philadelphia LGBTQ Mazzoni 
Center.   

In December 2004 Beth 
Stroud was defrocked by the 
United Methodist Church for 
being a prac cing lesbian, 
which un l recently was 
against the Book of Discipline.  
She has now been reinstated! 

From National Scene 
Since 1869 Ocean Grove, NJ 
has kept its mile-long beach 
closed until noon on Sunday 
in order for church goers to 
be able to attend without 
having to contend with traffic 
from beach goers.  However, 
the NJ Dept. of 
Environmental Protection has 
ordered Ocean Grove Camp 
Meeting Association, the 
owners of the strip of beach, 
to open the beach on Sunday 
morning.  The order is being 
challenged.  

The Huntington Beach 
Longboard Pro announced 
surfers must compete based 
on their biological sex.  The 
California Coastal 
Commission objected and 
threatened to cancel the 
tournament unless the rules 
were changed! 

The 4th Circuit Court of 
Appeals said the parents did 

not have standing because 
their children were not 
considering “gender 
transition”.  Now the US 
Supreme Court will not hear 
the case of those 
Montgomery County, MD 
parents challenging their 
school district’s policy of not 
informing parents if their 
child decides to “transition” if 
the parents are deemed 
“unsupportive.”    

A biological male crushed the 
girls’ 400-meter record in the 
Washington State track and 
field championships.  

A Los Angeles policy bans 
renting any city-owned 
facility for “religious 
worship,” while allowing 
many other uses, in violation 
of the First Amendment. 

Na onal Park Service (NPS) 
staff have been given the okay 
to par cipate in pride events 
wearing their NPS uniform! 
We are a non-profit organiza on 
that is totally dependent upon 
financial gi s from our supporters.  
You can give online 
h ps://afaofpa.org/donate/   
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